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The Century of Hispano Expansion
RICHARD L. NOSTRAND

Between the 1790s and the 1880s, New Mexico's Spanish Americans
or Hispanos dynamically pushed outward their settlement frontiers to
increase the size of their homeland by at least ten times. Led by stockmen who wished to add to their grazing lands, families spontaneously
splintered away from established villages to found new villages. By
the 1880s, when Anglos had effectively blunted the movement, Hispanos had rooted their society in much of New Mexico and its four
adjacent present-day states. Because the participants in this expanding
frontier left little by way of a documented record, its nature and extent
seem not to be fully appreciated. What follows is an attempt to marshal
the evidence, some of it from primary sources, in order to reconstruct
this century of Hispano expansion.
The year 1790 marked the beginning of relatively peaceful times
in New Mexico. Governor Juan Bautista de Anza had led successful
military campaigns against the Comanche and Apache during the dozen
years prior to 1790, ending a period of exceptionally bloody warfare.
Heavily armored caravans, meanwhile, had been inching their way to
and from Chihuahua each year to enable Hispanos to exchange their
Richard L. Nostrand is professor of geography in the University of Oklahoma,
Norman. His "El Cerrito Revisited," New Mexico Historical Review (April 1982) and this
paper are parts of a book entitled The Hispano Homeland, which he is writing.
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sheep, animal skins, and woolen goods for hardware, textiles, and
luxury goods. Encouraged by the Chihuahua market, and sustained
by a growing population of some 16,000, Hispanos took advantage of
the comparative calm to expand cautiously their settlement frontiers. 1
The process occurred in the following manner. Stockmen in quest
of suitable pasture for their flocks would venture across a divide to the
next valley where they would build adobe shelters, irrigate patches of
land, and eventually attract others. In this fashion, stockmen from Taos
settled in Arroyo Hondo in 1815. Or, to be closer to their grazing lands,
several stock raising families would migrate up or down a valley to a
point where flood plain cropland and a village site were available. So
it was that families primarily from San Miguel founded El Cerrito in
the Pecos Valley probably in the 1830s. Or, rather than return home
from their summer grazing lands, a stock raising family would build
a jacal and remain permanently, as happened in 1859 (perhaps 1861)
at La Plaza de los Leones (modern-day Walsenburg), Colorado. 2 Through
a process sometimes called "splinter diffusion," stockmen from parent
villages created offspring villages; Taos gave rise to more than a dozen
such offspring, and San Miguel parented at least a dozen. The source
area for La Plaza de los Leones is not known.
Title to much of the land over which Hispanos spread was secured
in government grants. Arroyo Hondo and El Cerrito were located within
municipal grants awarded to groups of settlers, whereas La Plaza de
los Leones was located within a municipal grant made to individuals.
In the former case the original grantees and their descendants owned
their village house lots (solares) and their floodplain planting lots (suertes),
while grazing lands were held in common. In the latter case the individual grantees were to allot land to colonists with whom they had
1. Juan Bautista de Anza was Governor from 1778 to 1788. See Max L. Moorhead,
The Apache Frontier: Jacobo Ugarte and Spanish-Indian Relations in Northern New Spain, 17691791 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1968), 277, 283-84; and Oakah L. Jones,
Jr., "Pueblo Indian Auxiliaries in New Mexico 1763-1821," New Mexico Historical Review,
37 (April 1962), 93, 95, 98, 107. For documentation of population growth between 1790
and 1810, see Oakah L. Jones, Jr., "Spanish Civil Communities and Settlers in Frontier
New Mexico, 1790-1810," in William S. Coker, ed., Hispanic-American Essays in Honor of
Max Leon Moorhead (Pensacola: Perdido Bay Press, 1979), 40-41, 54. The figure 16,000 is
derived from Table 2 in Alicia V. Tjarks, "Demographic, Ethnic and Occupational Structure of New Mexico, 1790," The Americas, 35 (July 1978-1979), 61.
2. Francis T. Cheetham, "The Early Settlements of Southern Colorado," Colorado
Magazine, 5 (February 1928), 1. Olen Leonard and C. P. Loomis, Culture of a Contemporary
Rural Community: EI Cerrito, New Mexico (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, Rural Life Studies no. 1, 1941), 10. Louis B.
Sporleder, "La Plaza De Los Leones," Colorado Magazine, 10 (January 1933), 28, 34-35.
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contracted, yet those who settled at La Plaza de los Leones were squatters, not contractors. 3 Not all of the land Hispanos encroached upon,
however, was granted by official decree. The lack of grant records from
the Spanish period makes it difficult to generalize about the number
of squatters prior to the American takeover. After 1846, however, the
stockmen who ventured east across the high plains or west across the
Colorado Plateau were definitely squatters.
In the first several decades of expansion after 1790, the villages
themselves were of the fortified plaza variety common in the late eighteenth century. Taos and San Miguel were plaza communities consisting of central open spaces (or plazas) surrounded on four sides by
houses whose outer walls were windowless. The central open spaces
were reached through one or more heavy gates, and outside the compound a high round torreon (tower) gave added protection. Given the
Hispanos' penchant for living on their own irrigated tract, however,
rancho settlements, which predated the plaza types, were reinstituted
as quickly as Plains Indian pacification allowed. These ranchos consisted of farmsteads that were strung out at irregular intervals along a
linear irrigation ditch with a church, eve~ally a school, perhaps a
store and a blacksmith shop, grouped at some point near an open
plaza, which was the village focus. Among Hispanos the term plaza
was used rather loosely to refer to both compact plazas and semidispersed ranchos. 4
Almost every village was unequally divided between a small, relatively wealthy patron class and a large, relatively poor peon class. The
two stock owner heads-of-household at El Cerrito were the patrones
and the stock herder heads-of-household were the peones. Patrones
employed and otherwise took responsibility for peones and their fam-

3. Two types of municipal concessions are described in Marc Simmons, "Settlement
Patterns and Village Plans in Colonial New Mexico," Journal of the West, 8 (January 1969),
8. J. J. Bowden, Private Land Claims in the Southwest (6 vols., Houston: privately published,
1969), discusses the San Miguel del Vado Grant (which included EI Cerrito) in vol. 3,
pp. 734-44, and the Arroyo Hondo Grant in vol. 4, pp. 927-35. LeRoy R. Hafen discusses
the Vigil and St. Vrain Grant, which included La Plaza de los Leones, in "Mexican Land
Grants in Colorado," Colorado Magazine, 4 (May 1927), 87-88.
4. Marc Simmons notes that Taos was a plaza, "Settlement Patterns," 14; E. Boyd
affirms the same for San Miguel, "The Plaza of San Miguel del Vado, " £1 Palacio, 77 (no.
4, 1971), 17. Simmons describes both ranchos and plazas in "Settlement Patterns," 1115. That rancho settlements were called plazas is nicely illustrated by La Lorna (near Del
Norte, Colorado) which acquired the nickname "Seven-Mile Plaza." Frances Leon Swadesh, Los Primeros Pobladores: Hispanic Americans of the Ute Frontier (Notre Dame: University
of Notre Dame Press, 1974), 138.
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ilies; indeed, the reputation of a given village often depended on the
personality and behavior of a given patron. The dependent peones,
on the other hand, were- an obedient and loyal source of labor, for
which they were usually compensated in goods. A contract institution
known as the partido also existed whereby a patron would lease his
sheep to a peon (or partidario) for a guaranteed rental in kind. 5 In this
wayan enterprising peon, who perhaps was not favored with a generous patron as a relative, could acquire a flock of his own.
Each average-sized village was basically self-sufficient. Among its
heads of household were a merchant, a blacksmith, and a carpenter,
and by the late nineteenth century there were often a schoolteacher
(usually a married man), a cobbler, a mason, perhaps a fiddle-playing
musician, and a saloon keeper. Single women were usually laundresses
Or seamstresses. 6 A larger village was designated the parish seat, and
the resident priest would visit his half dozen outlying visitas or mission
chapels once a month and on special occasions. In the latter part of
the nineteenth century a village hierarchy and spatial network also
developed around the presence or absence of schools and post offices.
The majority of the heads of household in any given village, however, were farmers, stockmen, or those noted somewhat elusively in
census returns as "day laborers." In 1790 the majority of the heads-ofhousehold in New Mexico were farmers or day laborers; stockmen, as
historian Oakah Jones points out, were. surprisingly few. During the
century of expansion after 1790, however, the number of stockmen
dramatically increased, as did the number of sheep.7 By 1900, over a
5. Leonard and Loomis, El Cerrito, 10, 30-31, 57-59. Clark S. Knowlton, "Patr6n. Peon Pattern Among the Spanish Americans of New Mexico," Social Forces, 41 (19621963), 13-14. The partido institution was established in New Mexico at least as early as
1760. In the twentieth century the guaranteed rental in kind was commonly twenty
Iambs for each 100 ewes. Ralph Charles, "Development of the Partido System in the
New Mexico Sheep Industry" (master's thesis, University of New Mexico, 1940), 3, 9,
18,63.
6. These occupations were found in the 1790, 1850, and 1900 censuses. See Jones,
"Spanish Civil Communities," 51-52; Population Schedules of the Seventh Census [1850]
(Washington, D.C.: National Archives Microfilm Publications, 1963-1964), microcopy
no. 432, rolls 467-70; Richard L. Nostrand, "The Hispano Homeland in 1900," Annals:
Association of American Geographers, 70 (September 1980), 392-93.
7. Jones, "Spanish Civil Communities," 51. Firsthand accounts of large numbers of
sheep are given by Escudero in 1827, H. Bailey Carroll and J. Villasana Haggard, trans.
and eds., Three New Mexico Chronicles: The Exposici6n of Don Pedro Bautista Pino 1812; the
Ojeada of Lie. Antonio Barreiro 1832; and the additions by Don lose Augustin de Escudero 1849
(Albuquerque: Quivira Society, 1942), xxi, 40, 90; and by Barreiro in 1832, Lansing B.
Bloom, ed., "Barreiro's Ojeada Sobre Nuevo-Mexico," New Mexico Historical Review, 3
(January 1928), 93. William M. Denevan discusses the increasing number of sheep in
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decade after the process of contiguous expansion had run its course,
Hispano farmers were still more numerous than stockmen, but only
in the interior of their homeland. In the region's outer margins, where
the contiguous expansion had occurred, stockmen heavily outnumbered farmers (figure 1). B
The evidence that stock raising, rather than farming, propelled
most of the Hispanos who expanded their frontiers thus is both direct
and indirect. Examples of the direct evidence include the three local
situations where stockmen initiated territorial expansion: testimony
taken in land grant litigation, as cited by Francis Cheetham in his
discussion of Arroyo Hondo; oral histories gathered and used by Olen
Leonard and C. P. Loomis in their discussion of EI Cerrito; and recollections of the Anglo pioneer Louis Sporleder, a lifetime resident of
Walsenburg who lived among and knew the Hispanos and the Spanish
language. Indirect evidence is to be found in the reports of nineteenthcentury chroniclers who lamented that Hispanos farmed only out of
necessity and only at subsistence levels, while at the same time they
were trailing sheep by the thousands to Mexico in the Mexican era, to
California in the 1850s, and to various Rocky Mountain and Great Plains
states in the 1870s and 1880s. 9 More powerful indirect evidence lies in
the occupational shift that saw farmers decrease and stockmen increase
during the period, and the corroborating point that stockmen greatly
outnumbered farmers in the periphery of the Hispano region at the
end of the period.

"Livestock Numbers in Nineteenth-Century New Mexico, and the Problem of Gullying
in the Southwest," Annals, Association of American Geographers, 57 (September 1967),69596, 699. The increases in stockmen are documented in decennial census returns beginning
in 1850.
8. Nostrand, "Hispano Homeland in 1900," 392,394. At the time of the 1880 census,
the century of Hispano expansion had not yet run its course, especially to the west.
Because the original population schedules of the 1890 census were largely destroyed by
fire (in the Commerce Department Building in 1921), the 1900 schedules contain data
closest to the termination of the expansion.
9. "Agriculture is utterly neglected," wrote Antonio Barreiro in 1832. Bloom, "Barreiro's Ojeada," 95. Writing in 1857, W. W. H. Davis reported that "no branch of industry
in New Mexico has been more neglected than that of agriculture ... [which isl pursued
merely as a means of living." W. W. H. Davis, El Gringo: New Mexico and Her People
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1982), 195. In 1883 Hispanos were still being
criticized for being little more than subsistence farmers. See Alvin R. Sunseri, "Agricultural Techniques in New Mexico at the time of the Anglo-American Conquest," Agricultural History, 47 (October 1973), 337. Alvar Ward Carlson, "New Mexico's Sheep
Industry, 1850-1900: Its Role in the History of the Territory," New Mexico Historical Review,
44 (January 1969), 26-28, 32-34.
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Figure 1. In 1900 Hispano male heads of household were overwhelmingly
farmers/farm laborers or stock raisers/herders. Both activities were carried on
simultaneously, yet stock raising (largely sheep) predominated in the more
recently settled periphery of the homeland. The Hispanos' outward contiguous
expansion was incomplete in 1880, and because there are no data for 1890, the
homeland's outer boundary is shown for 1900, by which time Anglos attracted
Hisp~nos to parts of the region's periphery. Shown are five of thirteen homeland outliers and all thirteen non-homeland inliers. The limit of Hispano settlement in 1790 is drawn to exclude the upper Puerco Valley but to include the
Zuni outlier. Sources: Population Schedules of the Twelfth Census [19001, and
Nostrand, "The Hispano Homeland," 383. Inset map is after United States
Geological Survey Twelfth Annual Report (1891), Part II, Plate 58.
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It seems then that once pacification of Plains Indians made expansion possible, an emergent class of patrones, whose desire it was
to add to their grazing lands, led the way. Ironically, because grazing
lands were held in common (or were not owned at all), livestock rather
than the lands themselves were the measure of one's wealth. By the
time Anglos blunted this expanding frontier between the 1860s and
the 1880s Hispano stockmen had made impressive advances in every
direction.
In Santa Fe in 1794 fifty-two individuals, some of whom owned
land in the capital, successfully petitioned for a grant of land that
straddled the Pecos in the vicinity of an important vado (ford). Just
when they established their village of San Miguel del Vado is apparently
unrecorded, yet by 1803 they were given possession of agricultural
plots along the Pecos, and by 1807 their church in the middle of the
plaza seems to have been completed. 10 San Miguel prospered in large
measure because many of its inhabitants were genizaros, who traded
and lived at peace with the Plains Indians. As the Pecos Pueblo declined, to extinction in 1837, San Miguel emerged as the major outpost
on the eastern frontier in late Spanish and Mexican times (figure 2).
San Miguel became the springboard for village-founding in the
upper Pecos watershed. On the San Miguel del Vado Grant itself, it
was the parent to most if not all villages established before American
acquisition: El Gusano, Las Mulas, Entrailosa (location undetermined),
and San Jose north of San Miguel; El Pueblo, Puertecito (Sena), La
Cuesta (Villanueva), and El Cerrito on the Pecos below San Miguel;
and Bernal on Bernal Creek. It was the source area for colonists who,
in 1822, were awarded land along the Pecos at Anton Chico. It was
the parent village to Tecolote on Tecolote Creek about 1838, and it
contributed colonists to Las Vegas. 11
10. Bowden discusses the San Miguel del Vado Grant, Private umd Claims, III, 73444. Boyd suggests that the community was settled in 1794; she records that baptismal
records appear after 1799; and she notes the apparent completion of the church before
1807 in "The Plaza of San Miguel," 17-18. Stanley F. Crocchiola (F. Stanley) asserts that
colonists had squatted at San Miguel before 1794, F. Stanley, The San Miguel del Bado New
Mexico Story (Pep, Texas: privately published, 1964), 4.
11. Bowden, Private Land Claims, III, 738. San Jose was settled at the same time San
Miguel was founded, according to Stanley, San Miguel, 9. Regarding Anton Chico, F.
Stanley, The Antonchico, New Mexico, Story (N. p.: privately published, 1960), 1-2; Bowden,
Private Land Claims, III, 690. Regarding Tecolote, Lynn 1. Perrigo, in personal correspondence, November 12, 1984, stated that San Miguel was the parent village. Malcolm Ebright
noted that Tecolote came to exist after a community grant was issued in 1838, "The
Tecolote Land Grant," unpublished paper read at the Historical Society of New Mexico
Annual Conference, Las Vegas, New Mexico, June 7, 1986.
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Las Vegas replaced San Miguel as the major springboard leading
east. In 1823 a family from Pena Blanca received land that included a
large vega (meadow) on the high plains just east of the front range.
Plains Indians drove the family back to San Miguel, and in 1835 the
coveted area was regranted as a community tract to twenty-nine petitioners who founded Las Vegas. 12 A small village in the Mexican
period, Las Vegas grew rapidly after 1846 to outstrip San Miguel much
as San Miguel had eclipsed the Pecos Pueblo. Soon, aggressive Anglo
and Hispano merchants preempted trade with the Santa Fe-bound
caravans that pulled through the Las Vegas plaza. Eventually Las Vegas
was elevated to a parish seat, then it was named the county seat, and
when the Santa Fe Railroad skirted both Las Vegas and San Miguel in
1879, the depot community that emerged at East Las Vegas flourished
while the one at San Miguel Station (Ribera) experienced only modest
growth. 13
From Las Vegas groups of families splintered off to form villages
over much of San Miguel County. Along the Gallinas River upstream
from Las Vegas they founded Los Vigiles and Gallinas; downstream
they established San Augustin, La Liendre, and Chaperito. 14 West of
Las Vegas on upper Tecolote Creek, San Geronimo became a Las Vegas
satellite, as did Rociada to the north, perhaps also Sapello, Manuelitas,
and San Ignacio lying in that direction. These communities and many
more contributed to a village network in western San Miguel County
that was one of the densest in the entire Hispano homeland. East of
Las Vegas, where villages were sometimes large but much more widely
spaced, Trujillo and Maes were Las Vegas offspring.
Meanwhile, in the Arkansas basin across a low drainage divide
just north of Las Vegas, another important springboard leading east
developed at Mora (figure 1 inset). As early as 1816 or 1817, families
from the La Jolla (Velarde) and Embudo area in the Rio Grande Valley,
and from Las Trampas, Chamisal, and Santa Barbara (present Penasco
12. Milton W. Callon, Las Vegas, New Mexico-The Town that Wouldn't Gamble (Las
Vegas: Las Vegas Publishing Company, 1962), 4-7. Regranting the area was but one
reason for endless litigation over rightful ownership of the grant. See Clark S. Knowlton,
"The Town of Las Vegas Community Land Grant: An Anglo-American Coup D'Etat,"
Journal of the West, 19 (July 1980), 12-21.
13. Between 1847 and 1853 five Anglo families moved to Las Vegas, opened mercantile stores, and proceeded to monopolize the Santa Fe trade; the parish seat was
apparently created in 1852. See F. Stanley, The Las Vegas (New Mexico) Story (Denver:
World Press, 1951), 55, 280. The county seat was moved from San Miguel to Las Vegas
briefly in 1860-1861, then permanently in 1864. Stanley, San Miguel, 18.
14. This information about expansion from Las Vegas is from Lynn I. Perrigo to the
author, November 12, 1984.
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area, location undetermined) in southern Taos County, crossed the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains to the Mora Valley, and by 1835 the villages
of San Antonio (Cleveland) and Santa Gertrudis (Mora) had been
founded. Additional families crossed the mountains from Las Trampas
to the Guadalupita Grant in 1837 and from Taos to Rayado in 1848. 15
Although eclipsed by Cimarron by the late 1850s, Rayado was the first
permanent settlement on the Beaubien-Miranda Grant, and it appears
to have been the first Hispano community to have been established on
the initiative of Anglos who had become part of the Hispano society.16
Of these Canadian drainage subbasin settlements, Mora emerged as
the central place, and from it family groups hived off to create local
villages, or they regrouped at points that stretched across the broken
high plains to the east.
From Las Vegas and Mora, also from Taos and from other settlements as well, Hispanos as early as the 1860s trailed sheep east across
the entire northeastern corner of New Mexico. Their plazas, which
sometimes were mere placitas containing no more than an extended
family, were nestled in the valleys of perennial streams or at springs,
and on the grass-covered, ungranted open range where they grazed
their sheep and cattle. Before the Denver and Fort Worth Railroad
reached Clayton in 1888, these Hispanos hauled their wool clips, sheep
skins, and hides by wagon to Las Vegas and Springer, or across Trinchera Pass to Trinidad. 17 Among the larger plazas were Trementina and
Sabinoso on the Canadian River and its tributades; Chico Springs,
Tequesquite (Albert), Bueyeros, Mosquero, and Gallegos on Ute Creek
and its tributaries; Miera, Garda, and Clapham on Tramperos Creek
(known in Texas as Punta de Agua Creek) and its tributaries; and Moses
on Corrumpa Creek (known in Oklahoma as the Beaver River). 18 Few
15. Fray Angelico Chavez, "Early Settlements in the Mora Valley," El Palacio, 62
(September 1955), 319-22. Bowden, Private Land Claims, IV, 824-25; Lawrence R. Murphy,
"Rayado: Pioneer Settlement in Northeastern New Mexico, 1848-1857," New Mexico Historical Review, 46 (January 1971), 38.
16. Rayado was founded by Lucien B. Maxwell, the son of an Irish immigrant and
his wife, the daughter of Pierre Menard, a wealthy French Canadian merchant of Kaskaskia, Illinois. Maxwell had married Luz Beaubien, the daughter of French Canadian
Charles Beaubien and his Hispana wife, Maria Paula Lobato. Jim Berry Pearson, The
Maxwell Land Grant (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1961), 4, 9-10. At Rayado,
where Maxwell lived from 1848-1857, were Hispano family members and sheepherder
employees, Anglos such as Kit Carson and Carson's Hispana wife (residents between
1849-1853), and Indians. See Murphy, "Rayado," 40, 42-43, 49, 52.
17. Goldianne (Mrs. Harry) Thompson and William H. Halley, History of Clayton
and Union County, New Mexico (Denver: Monitor Publishing Company, 1962), 8, 12.
18. Thompson and Halley, Clayton and Union County, 5, 6, 19. Barry Newton Alvis
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plazas were apparently established on the high and flat Llano Estacado
located south of the Canadian River and east of the Pecos.
This thrust to the east carried New Mexican pastores well into the
panhandles of Texas and modern-day Oklahoma. In the 1860s sheepmen from Taos, Mora, and probably Las Vegas descended the Canadian
Valley to the vicinity of Tascosa. In lush riverbottom vegas on the south
bank of the Canadian opposite Tascosa, more than a dozen family
placitas with adobe homes, irrigation ditches, and cemeteries were
reported in the early 1870s. The Tascosa plaza itself was settled in 1877
when a half dozen Hispano families and two Anglo merchants converged on the north bank. Beyond Tascosa, Hispanos advanced to the
head of Palo Duro Canyon; their seasonal grazing circuits carried them
southeast into the drainage systems of the Red and Brazos. 19 The 1880
census shows them spread thinly across the entire panhandle of Texas.
By 1872 or earlier, meanwhile, sheepmen had moved down the Beaver
River to establish plazas including Nieto (location undetermined) in
the far western panhandle of Oklahoma. 20 The Hispanos in Oklahoma
seem to have prevailed longer than those in Texas. In the Tascosa area,
skirmishes with Anglos, who began to arrive in late 1875 or early 1876,
prompted some Hispanos to return to New Mexico as early as 1877.
The clash was between newcomer Anglo cattlemen, who were buying
and fencing range land, and shallow-rooted Hispano sheepmen who
had done neither. Stifled by the Anglos, the Hispano population in
the Texas panhandle peaked well before 1900. 21
notes that southern Union County was settled earlier than northern Union County,
"History of Union County, New Mexico," New Mexico Historical Review, 22 (July 1947),
247-48. .
19. The route from New Mexico lay entirely on the south side of the South Canadian.
Jose Ynocencio Romero (as told to Ernest R. Archambeau), "Spanish Sheepmen on the
Canadian at Old Tascosa," Panhandle-Plains Historical Review, 19 (January 1946), 47. The
information on Tascosa is from John L. McCarty, Maverick Town: The Story of Old Tascosa
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1946), 8, 15-16, 21, 29, 32, 34, 37-40, 46, 53.
Paul H. Carlson, Texas Woollybacks: The Range Sheep and Goat Industry (College Station:
Texas A & M University Press, 1982), 93, notes the spread to the southeast.
20. Ernest R. Archambeau, "The First Federal Census in the Panhandle-1880,"
Panhandle-Plains Historical Review, 23 (January 1950), 26. In Beaver County (the entire
panhandle of Oklahoma) in the 1900 census, 1872 was the earliest date that a child was
born in Oklahoma to New Mexico-born Hispano parents. Population Schedules of the
Twelfth Census [19001 (Washington, D. c.: National Archives Microfilm Publications, n.d.),
microcopy no. T-623, roll 1335, pp. 37A, 378, 38A, 38B.
21. Romero, "Spanish Sheepmen," 62, 68. In the twenty-six Texas panhandle counties in 1880, there were 358 Hispanos, most of them in Oldham (Tascosa) and Hartley
counties located adjacent to New Mexico. Archambeau, "Panhandle-1880," 27. By 1900,
in the same area, the number had dwindled to 158, with the majority continuing to live
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Expansion to the north advanced from Taos, the Hispano community located within the lands of the Taos Indians. From Taos, the
late-1790s frontier salient of the north, stockmen settled Arroyo Seco
and Arroyo Hondo in 1815 (figure 3). That same year a settlement was
established on the Red River, but Plains Indians forced its abandonment
several years later. Next among the permanent settlements came San
Antonio (Valdez) and San Cristobal, and in 1842, the Red River was
regained when, near the ruins of its ephemeral predecessor, colonists
from Taos founded San Antonio (Questa). Just south of New Mexico's
present-day northern boundary-the thirty-seventh parallel, established in 1861-Costilla, a community that eventually grew north of
the line into Colorado, was established in 1849. By that point, Anglo
men who had married Hispanas were directly involved in the founding
of some of these basically Hispano communities. Charles Beaubien, for
example, a naturalized Mexican of French Canadian descent who lived
in Taos and who owned the Sangre de Cristo Grant on which Costilla
was located, founded Costilla. 22
Beaubien also directed the founding of plazas north of the thirtyseventh parallel, which his land grant straddled. In 185lfamilies from
Taos (and Mora) established San Luis, Colorado's oldest settlement,
on Culebra Creek. 23 Along the Culebra and its tributaries additional
families from Taos and elsewhere in northern New Mexico established
plazas at San Pedro, San Pablo, and San Acacio in 1852-1853; and at
Chama and San Francisco (Lavalley) in 1854-1855. So great was the
threat of Plains Indian attack that colonists united for protection while
cultivating crops, husbanding sheep and goats, and making bows and
arrows. 24
in Oldham and Hartley counties. Population Schedules [1900], rolls 1627 (Deaf Smith
County), 1628 (Donley County), 1643 (Hartley, Hemphill, and Moore counties), 1663
(Oldham County), and 1665 (Potter County). By comparison, in 1900,156 Hispanos were
recorded in the extreme western panhandle of Oklahoma. Population Schedules [1900],
roll 1335 (Beaver County).
22. This paragraph draws heavily on Cheetham, "Early Settlements of Southern
Colorado," 1-2, 5. Stanley gives Taos as the source area for colonists at San Antonio,
and he gives 1884 as the date San Antonio was renamed Questa, The Questa, New Mexico
Story (Pantex, Texas: privately published, 1962), 4, 19. Edmond C. van Diest notes that
Costilla was largely "Mexican" in ethnicity, "Early History of Costilla County," Colorado
Magazine, 5 (August 1928), 14l.
23. Cheetham, "Early Settlements of Southern Colorado," 5. Emilia Gallegos Smith
gives Taos and Mora as the source areas for colonists in "Reminiscences of Early San
Luis," Colorado Magazine, 24 (January 1947), 24. LeRoy R. Hafen, "Colorado Cities-Their Founding and the Origin of Their Names," Colorado Magazine, 9 (July 1932), 182.
24. van Diest, "Early History of Costilla County," 141-42. Louis E. Bernal, "Los
Vallejos and San Pablo," Colorado Magazine, 22 (June 1945), 178. From interviews with
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West of San Luis on the opposite side of the San Luis Valley, as
the Colorado portion of the upper Rio Grande basin is called, another
complex of plazas emerged in the vicinity of Conejos. The lower Chama
Valley, notably Abiquiu, was the major source area, although Ojo Caliente and plazas north of Conejos, including Vallecitos (1824) and
Petaca (1836), contributed. 25 Small EI Llanito (location undetermined)
in the Ojo Caliente Valley, for example, seems to have supplied the
first settlers who, in August of 1854, were recruited and led to the
Conejos River by Jose Marfa Jaquez. On the north bank of the Conejos
a fortified plaza called Guadalupe (Conejos) was built late in 1854. The
dates of water appropriations are clues to the chronology of the plazas
that followed: San Jose and San Rafael (1856), Rincones (1857), San
Juan (1861; location undetermined), and Los Sauces (1867). This activity
west of the Rio Grande resulted in the permanent occupation of the
Conejos Grant, a tract that had seen several unsuccessful colonizing
efforts since its award in 1833. 26
The northern reaches of the never-patented Conejos Grant around
Del Norte and north to Saguache were theaters of continued colonizing.
In the 1860s, Hispanos, largely newcomers from New Mexico, founded
two villages (one was La Lorna, nicknamed Seven Mile Plaza) east of
Del Norte on the upper Rio Grande. By the late 1860s colonists had
established themselves along La Garita Creek, Camero Creek, and
Saguache Creek, as well as in the Capulin District along the Alamosa

local Hispanos, Andrews notes Chamita, San Juan, Ojo Caliente, Tierra Amarilla, El
Rito, and Plaza Rota as additional source areas in New Mexico. John Philip Andrews,
"History of Rural Spanish Settlement and Land Use in the Upper Culebra Basin of the
San Luis Valley, Costilla County, Colorado" (master's thesis, University of Colorado,
1972), 34.
25. Swadesh, Los Primeros Pobladores, 79-80, notes the lower Chama source area.
Vallecitos was settled by familes from Santa Cruz, Bowden, Private Land Claims, IV, 1046.
26. Much information in this paragraph is from Meliton Velasquez, "Guadalupe
Colony Was Founded 1854," Colorado Magazine, 34 (September 1957), 264-67. Velasquez
notes that the initial leadership of this enterprise was entirely Hispano; Lafayette Head,
an Anglo who became locally prominent, did not join the colony until October. Swadesh,
Los Primeros Pobiadores, 77, cites conflicting evidence about the founding of Guadalupe
(Conejos). She has one Atanacio Trujillo of EI Rito leading colonists to the Conejos where
they founded Rincones, San Rafael, Mesitas, and Mogote. No date is given. For plaza
founding see Cheetham, "Early Settlements of Southern Colorado," 7; Parkhill notes that
"Mexican settlements" shown in township and range survey plats (1858) and in "early
maps" also include Servietta, Brazoso (?), San Francisco, Canon, and Mazeta on the Rio
Conejos; and San Antonio on the Rio San Antonio (shown in figure 3). Forbes Parkhill,
"Colorado's First Survey," Colorado Magazine, 33 (June 1956), 177. Concerning the Conejos
grant, see Purnee A. McCourt, "The Conejos Land Grant of Southern Colorado," Colorado
Magazine, 52 (Winter 1975), 37-39.
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River. 27 Paralleling this occupation of the west side of the San Luis
Valley in the 1860s was a more modest advance north from the Culebra
Creek area along the east side of the valley.28 The close of the 1860s
marked the end of formative Hispanic colonization in the upper Rio
Grande basin.
As Hispanos pushed north in the San Luis Valley, they increased
territorial gains east of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in the Arkansas
basin. In the fall of 1860 Felipe Baca of Guadalupita in Mora County
staked out a farm in the upper valley of EI Rio de las Animas Perdidas
en Purgatorio (the Purgatoire River) in southern Colorado. When he
returned permanently the next spring, he found Anglos living in the
area. What evolved was the bicultural community of Trinidad. In 1862
a dozen additional families from Guadalupita and the Rayado Creek
area crossed through Raton Pass into the Arkansas watershed, establishing plazas at Madrid, San Miguel, and Apodaca. In the decade that
followed, the upper reaches of the Purgatoire, the Apishapa River, and
various tributary valleys were soon lined with plazas including Martinez, Vigil, La Junta (Weston), Cordova, Los Baros (Segundo), Tijeras,
San Lorenzo (Gray Creek), San Francisco (Barela), and Trinchera. In
the mid-1860s a mixed Hispano-Anglo population moved down the
Purgatoire to "Nine Mile Bottom" near Higbee. Felipe Baca of Trinidad,
meanwhile, became a highly successful sheep rancher. 29
Even before the founding of Trinidad, sheepmen used the valley
of the Cucharas River to the north for summer pasture. Along its banks
in 1859 (perhaps 1861), members of the Atencio family located permanently at a site known after 1866 as La Plaza de los Leones (renamed
27. Swadesh, Los Primeros Pobladores, notes La Lorna, Piedra Pintada, and Las Garritas as having been founded in the Del Norte area by Hispanos from the San Luis and
Conejos areas (p. 79). La Lorna was nicknamed "Seven Mile Plaza" (p. 138). Lantis
emphasizes the New Mexico derivation of these colonists, and he gives as the second
name for Seven Mile Plaza "Plaza la Valdeza." David William Lantis, "The San Luis
Valley, Colorado: Sequent Rural Occupance in an Intermontane Basin" (doctoral dissertation, Ohio State University, 1950), Part 1, pp. 146, 148-50. A map entitled "Settlements
and Roads in the San Luis Valley 1870," drawn in 1934 by Charles E. Gibson, Jr., shows
Carneroand Saguache as existing in 1870. Civil Works Administration Pioneer Interviews, Pamphlet 349, Alamosa, Conejos and Costilla Counties, Interview #18, p. 73, in
the Documentary Resources Department, Colorado Historical Society, Denver. Anglos
founded the community of Saguache in 1867. Hafen, "Colorado Cities," 181.
28. Lantis, "San Luis Valley:' 150-51, 171, 182, 189.
29. This paragraph draws heavily on a posthumously published paper by Luis Baca,·
son of Felipe Baca. Luis Baca, "The Guadalupita Colony of Trinidad," Colorado Magazine,
21 (January 1944), 22-26. Morris F. Taylor, Pioneers of the Picketwire (Pueblo: O'Brien
Printing, 1964), 3-56, notes the thrust down the Purgatoire.
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Walsenburg in 1873).30 ~oon, additional plazas came to dot the valleys
of the upper Cucharas and Huerfano. One of them, Cucharas, was
settled by the Vallejos brothers, who originally hailed from Taos County
but had spent fifteen years at San Pablo in the San Luis Valley. 31
This thrust to the north along the eastern piedmont of the Sangre
de Cristo Mountains reached almost to the Arkansas Valley. Along the
St. Charles River and its tributaries south and west of present-day
Pueblo, Hispanos seem to have been entrenched by 1880. 32 Those along
the St. Charles were located within the Gervacio Nolan Grant (1843),
and those in the higher valleys to the south were within the Cornelio
Vigil-Ceran St. Vrain (Las Animas) Grant (1843). Hispanos were squatters on both grants. Altogether, they founded thirty-seven plazas on
the lee side of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. About 1870, when the
two grants were adjudicated, Hispano squatters filed preemption and
homestead claims for their plazas and adjacent lands. 33
Expansion to the north spread in still a third direction-to the
northwest. Abiquiu, which by the 1790s was a composite of nine separate plazas, was the secondary springboard beyond Santa Cruz leading northwest. From Abiquiu sheepmen in the early 1880s trailed flocks
to the upper Chama Valley around Tierra Amarilla for summer grazing.
By 1814 they petitioned for land. In 1832 the substantial Tierra Amarilla

30. Sporleder, "Los Leones," 28,35; Hafen, "Colorado Cities," 183. Sporleder notes
that the Cucharas Valley was used for summer pasture before 1859, Sporleder, "Los
Leones," 35.
31. Sporleder, "Los Leones," 35, notes the plazas of Oso, Hermanes Plaza, and
Tequesquite, all founded in 1863. Concerning Cucharas, see Louis B. Sporleder, "A Day
and a Night on Spoon River," Colorado Magazine, 9 (May 1932), 104; Bernal, "Los Vallejos
and San Pablo," 179.
32. Anglos were living along the St. Charles in 1870. Joseph O. Van Hook, "Mexican
Land Grants in the Arkansas Valley," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 40 (July 1936), 71.
The Hispano male heads of household who also lived in rural Pueblo County (apparently
including along the St. Charles) in 1870 were farm laborers, which implies that they had
been attracted to the area to work for Anglos. By 1880, however, many Hispano heads
of household in rural Pueblo County (apparently including along the St. Charles) were
farmers, which suggests that they arrived as part of the spontaneous outmigration. Few
Hispanos lived in Pueblo itself in either 1870 or 1880. Population Schedules of the Ninth
Census of the United States (1870) (Washington, D.C.: National Archives Microfilm Publications, 1965), microcopy no. M-593, roll 95, pp. 458A-489B; Population Schedules of
the Tenth Census of the United States [1880) (Washington, D.C.: Bureau of the Census
Microfilm Lab, n.d.), microcopy no. T-9, roll 92, pp. 228A-308B.
33. Hugh Burnett and Evelyn Burnett, in "Madrid Plaza," Colorado Magazine, 42
(Summer 1965), give the number thirty-seven (p. 224); they also trace the chronology of
the filing of the homestead claim (p. 227) and other events at Madrid. See also Van
Hook, "Mexican Land Grants," 64-65, 70-71.
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Grant was awarded, but Plains Indians prevented settlers from establishing anything but summer sheep camps until the 1850s. Land allotments on the grant were conveyed between 1861 and the early 1870s.
Even before 1861, however, stable communities probably existed at
Nutritas (Tierra Amarilla), La Puente, Los Ojos (Park View), Ensenada,
Canones, and Barranco (location undetermined). The lower Chama
Valley contributed the bulk of these colonists, much as it had been the
major contributor to the Conejos Valley portion of the San Luis Valley. 34
From the Chama Valley Hispanos crossed the Continental Divide
to the upper reaches of the San Juan-which may have marked their
debut in the basin of the Colorado River. The major source area for
the San Juan Valley once again was the Lower Chama, although some
Hispanos went indirectly to the San Juan after stopovers in the San
Luis Valley. Facilitating the thrust was the opening of a wagon road
from Abiquiu over the divide and down the Canon Largo in 1876. The
authority on Hispanos in the San Juan Valley, Frances Swadesh (Quintana), notes that the details of the settlement history of the area may
never be fully known. The Turley area on the San Juan may have been
settled first in the 1860s. By 1872 Hispanos from the Abiquiu-EI Rito
area, who had resided in Huerfano County in Colorado, settled on the
San Juan across from Bloomfield. In the 1870s loosely agglomerated
settlements (called plazas) then came to line the San Juan at Bloomfield,
Blanco, Largo, Los Pinos, Rosa, and Coraque. Juanita, Trujillo, and La
Fraqua were added after 1880. In 1883 Hispanos on the Piedra River
above Arboles were forced to relocate because they were within the
Southern Ute Reservation, created in 1877. Thus, about 1880, the length
of the San Juan from Bloomfield to Trujillo (but not to Pagosa Springs)
was heavily Hispanic. 35
Albuquerque (and the Albuquerque Valley) was the fountainhead
for peopling lands to the west. For a brief time in the 1740s, Franciscans
maintained missions to the Navajo at Cebolleta and Encinal, and the
Miera y Pacheco map of 1779 shows some abandoned settlements in
the Laguna Pueblo area (figure 4). Permanent occupation came in 1804
when thirty families from the Albuquerque-Atrisco area, with a land
grant in hand, founded Cebolleta. On a second land grant, sixty-one
families, also from greater Albuquerque, settled Cubero in 1833. 36 From
34. Swadesh, Los Primeros Pobladores, 50-51, 62, 79-82, 145.
35. Swadesh, Los Primeros Pobladores, 82, 91-94, 97-105, 138.
36. Founded in 1745, the Navajo missions lasted about two years. Edward H. Spicer,
Cycles of Conquest: The Impact of Spain, Mexico, and the United States on the Indians of the
Southwest, 1533-1960 (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1962),212. Chavez notes the
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Cebolleta and Cubero, Hispanos encroached on lands belonging to the
Laguna Pueblos. As conditions became more peaceful under American
control, families from Cebolleta established San Mateo in 1862. 37
By 1860 Hispanos from the Albuquerque area were beginning to
reoccupy the Puerco Valley. For twenty years in the latter half of the
eighteenth century, a dozen villages had lined the Puerco between
Nacimiento (Cuba) and Los Quelites. Navajos drove the Hispano occupants back to the Rio Grande Valley, however, and in the first half
of the nineteenth century they continued to thwart Hispanic attempts
to resettle their grants. Safer times after 1860 allowed Hispanos to
return to their old villages (although San Fernando and Poblaz6n were
not resettled), to which they added Los Cerros. Unfortunately, their
large flocks of sheep exceeded the carrying capacity of the local Puerco
basin, for overgrazing seems to have triggered the rapid runoff that
caused the Puerco to cut deeply into its alluvial-filled valley (figure 5).
As the Puerco incised itself in a headward direction, villagers could no
longer divert irrigation water to their fields by simple gravity flow, and
beginning in the latter 1880s, one by one from south to north, the
villages were abandoned or severely depopulated. By the 19508 the
only viable community left was Cuba. 38
The thrust to the west took Hispanos across the Continental Divide
far onto the Colorado Plateau in eastern Arizona Territory, a migration
that stemmed from Cebolleta and Cubero. In 1866 Juan Candelaria of
Cubero trailed 700 sheep to a point several miles south of Concho. 39
existence of "isolated families in the Laguna area" in the Miera y Pacheco map in his
"Early Settlements in the Mora Valley," 318. Perhaps one of these families was that of
BaItasar Baca of Belen. Jenkins notes that in 1769 Baca and his two sons were awarded
land to be used only for grazing in the Laguna area. Myra Ellen Jenkins, "The Baltasar
Baca 'Grant': History of an Encroachment," El Palacio, 68 (Spring 1961), 55-56. The
Cebolleta and Cubero settlements are noted in Jenkins, 57-58, 63. Cebolleta was founded
from the Albuquerque-Atrisco area "as early as 1804" notes Marc Simmons, Albuquerque:
A Narrative History (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1982), 13l.
37. Jenkins, "The BaItasar Baca 'Grant,''' 55, 60, 88, 92. C. C. Marino, "The Seboyetanos and the Navahos," New Mexico Historical Review, 29 (January 1954), 9, 27.
38. Lopez notes that reoccupation of the valley began in earnest in 1866, the date
of a document he translates. Larry Lopez, "The Founding of San Francisco on the Rio
Puerco: A Document," New Mexico Historical Review, 55 (January 1980), 72. Concerning
attempts to reoccupy Cabezon, see Jack D. Rittenhouse, Cabez6n: A New Mexico Ghost
Town (Santa Fe: Stagecoach Press, 1965), 19. The reoccupation is detailed by Jerold Gwayn
Widdison, "Historical Geography of the Middle Rio Puerco Valley, New Mexico," New
Mexico Historical Review, 34 (October 1959), 248-84. The Puerco Valley information in
figure 4 is drawn from Widdison. Kirk Bryan, "Historic Evidence on Changes in the
Channel of Rio Puerco, A Tributary of the Rio Grande in New Mexico," Journal of Geology,
36 (October 1928), 279-8l.
39. Bert Haskett, "History of the Sheep Industry in Arizona," Arizona Historical
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Gradually, Hispanos established themselves in the upper reaches of
the Little Colorado at Concho, San Juan (St. Johns), Tule, Springerville,
Vernon, and Silver Creek. And from Cubero in 1882 an extended family
of Garcias (initially from Cebolleta) and Landavazos settled the area of
Jaraloso Canyon and nearby Atarque, which lay in the direction of the
Arizona villages. 40 On the Colorado Plateau Hispanos located villages
either at springs or at points in arroyo bottoms where intermittent
streams could be dammed.
As Hispanos moved onto the Colorado Plateau they came into
contact with Anglos, largely Mormon farmers. St. Johns is a classic
example of the convergence of these two frontiers. In 1872 Hispanos
squatted along the Little Colorado in the vicinity of St. Johns. About
a year later in a card game, a German Jew named Solomon Barth won
from these Hispanos several thousand head of sheep and squatters'
rights to 1,200 acres of bottomland. 41 Together with his brothers and
Hispano laborers, Barth built a dam, dug acequias, and amongst Hispano homes on the site of San Juan (his choice of names was soon
Anglicized to St. Johns), he built an adobe mansion in 1874 and a
mercantile outlet. He also married a Hispana from the Landavazo family. To the chagrin of the Hispanos, in 1879 Barth sold his bottomland
to Mormon farmers who, in 1880, platted their own addition to St.
Johns. Meanwhile, Texas cattlemen, some of them Mormon converts,
entered the area, and to arbitrate the range disputes that quickly pitted
cattlemen against sheepmen, a man who was half Hispano and half
Anglo was elected Apache County sheriff. Almost from the beginning,
then, St. Johns was bicultural, and not always congenially so. To this
day it is part Hispano and part Mormon. 42
Review, 7 (July 1936), 19. The original population schedules of the 1900 census show an
individual living in Vernon, Apache County, Arizona, who in 1865 was born in Arizona
to New Mexico-born parents. "Population Schedules" [1900], roll 45, Enumeration District 3, p. 34B.
40. Florence Rockwood Kluckhohn, "Los Atarquenos: A Study of Patterns and Configurations in a New Mexico Village" (doctoral dissertation, Radcliffe College, 1941),8185.
41. Salpointe gave June 24, 1872, for the founding of St. Johns in Odie B. Faulk,
ed., John Baptist Salpointe: Soldier of the Cross (Tucson: Diocese of Tucson, 1966), 126.
Information on Barth is drawn from N. H. Greenwood, "Sol Barth: A Jewish Settler on
the Arizona Frontier," Journal of Arizona History, 14 (Winter 1973), 366-69. That Barth was
born in Posen (Poznan), Poland (then a part of the German Empire), is noted in FJoyd
S. Fierman, "Jewish Pioneering in the Southwest: A Record of the Freudenthal-LesinskySolomon Families," Arizona and the West, 2 (January 1960), 57.
42. The sheriff was John Lorenzo Hubbell, who was born in Pajarito, New Mexico,
to a Vermont-born Santa Fe Trail freighter and a Hispana, and who had married Lena
Rubi of Cebolleta. Dorothy E. Albrecht, "John Lorenzo Hubbell, Navajo Indian Trader,"

382

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

OCTOBER 1987

The southernmost Hispano outpost in 1790 was apparently Sabinal
in the Belen Valley (figure 6). About 1800 Hispanos pushed south of
Sabinal into the southern Belen and Socorro valleys where they reoccupied sites that had been abandoned for more thari a century- Alamillo (1800), Socorro (1800?), and La loya (by 1811).43 South of Socorro,
Valverde was occupied about 1819, although Plains Indians drove the
colonists off in 1824, leaving Socorro the southernmost outpost until
perhaps as late as 1840, when Luis L6pez and San Antonio had been
founded. 44 The chronology of Hispanic settlement farther downstream
is even more vague. By 1860 Valverde had been reoccupied and Paraje
seems to have been settled. Ten years later Contradero and San Marcial
definitely existed, perhaps also Las Palomas. 45 Las Palomas completed
the spontaneous Hispanic thrust down the Valley of the Rio Grande.
Meanwhile, on a grant issued in Chihuahua, colonists from EI Paso
district founded Dona Ana in 1842, and within a decade they had
spread to Las Cruces (1848 or 1849), Mesilla (1849 or 1850), and a string
Tournai of Arizona History, 4 (Fall 1963), 33-40. At the turn of the century 1,239 Hispanos
lived in a wedge-like part of the homeland that extended from New Mexico into Apache
and a tiny part of Navajo counties (figure 1). Of these 1,239, 388 lived in Concho (76
percent Hispano) and 414 lived in St. Johns (46 percent Hispano). Population Schedules
[1900}, rolls 45 (Apache County) and 46 (Navajo County).
43. Concerning Sabinal, see Frank D. Reeve, History of New Mexico (2 vols., New
York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 1961), I, 320. Frank Reeve has sixty-two
families reoccupying Alamillo by March 1800, ibid., I, 427. George Kubler records the
Socorro church as being reoccupied in 1800 in The Religious Architecture of New Mexico in
the Colonial Period and Since the American Occupation (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1972), 125. However, Stanley states that families mostly from Belen resettled Socorro by 1782, and that 425 Spaniards lived there in 1789, Socorro: The Oasis
(Denver: World Press, 1950), 56-57. Writing about 1811, Pino noted the presence of seven
soldiers at Sevilleta, which Carroll and Haggard identify as present-day La Joya, Three
New Mexico Chronicles, 69, 209.
44. Reeve, History of New Mexico, I, 431. A list of settlements in New Mexico in 1840
is given by Escudero (1849) in Carroll and Haggard, eds., Three New Mexico Chronicles,
91-93. Luis Lopez and San Antonio are noted on p. 93. See also Lansing Bartlett Bloom,
"New Mexico Under Mexican Administration 1821-1846," Old Santa Fe, 1 (1913-1914),
12,13.
45. In 1850 a conscientious census marshal named John R. Tulles, who enumerated
south to Las Cruces and Mesilla, did not list any of these settlements along the Rio
Grande. Population Schedules of the Seventh Census [1850], roll 470, pp. 411-765. Valverde
and a place called La Parida are recorded in 1860. Population of the United States in 1860;
Compiled from the Original Returns of the Eighth Census . .. (Washington, D. c.: Government
Printing Office, 1864), table 3, p. 571. In 1870 Paraje (which is equated with La Parida
of the 1860 census), Contadero [sic], and San Marcial are given, as is Rio Polomas
(apparently Las Palomas) in Dona Ana County. Population of the United States '.' . Compiled
from the Original Returns of the Ninth Census . .. 1870 (Washington, D.C.: Government
Printing Office, 1872), I, Table III, 204, 206.
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of small villages below Mesilla in the Mesilla Valley. Attracted to the
Mesilla Valley in the late nineteenth century, Hispanos seem never to
have been dominant in this zone of converging subcultures. 46
Probably from the Belen Valley Hispanos moved east to the lee
side of the Manzano Mountains where they settled Manzano by 1816.
Forty years later the Belen Valley and Manzano served as springboards
for a seemingly undocumented thrust in which Hispanos headed
southeast across rugged basin and range country to the lee side of the
Sacramento and Capitan mountains. There, La Placita (renamed Lincoln in 1869) was established on the Rio Bonito in the late 1850s within
the protective range of Fort Stanton (1855). East of La Placita on the
Rio Hondo, at a point where the flood plain widened sufficiently for
agriculture, families from Manzano arrived in the 1860s to found San
Jose. A relatively large but short-lived plaza, the settlement was called
"La Plaza de Missouri" because some of the men had been freighters
to and from Kansas City and St. Joseph. The push down the Hondo
reached the Pecos Valley: two plazas and their acequias existed in the
1860s within several miles of later-day Roswell. 47 The high country
west of the Pecos, meanwhile, came to be sprinkled with plazas including Ruidoso, San Patricio, Hondo, Analla (Tinnie), Picacho, Arabela, and Agua Azul (Bluewater). Added to them was La Luz (located
north of modern-day Alamogordo), founded in 1863 on the windward
side of the Sacramento Mountains by families who had crossed from
Jarales in the Belen Valley. Also in 1863 families from the Rio Bonito
Valley moved far to the north to establish Puerto de Luna West on the
46. In 1900 Las Palomas (Sierra County) was the southernmost of the Hispano plazas
in the Rio Grande Valley. Derry (Sierra County), the next village downstream, was half
Hispano. For Las Palomas, see Population Schedules (1900], roll 1002, Enumeration
District 132, Precinct 4, pp. 1958-197B. Maude Elizabeth McFie Bloom discusses the
Mesilla Valley settlements in "A History of Mesilla Valley" (bachelor's thesis, New Mexico
College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, Mesilla Park, 1903), 23-24, 30, 55. See also
Nostrand, "Hispano Homeland in 1900," 395.
47. Reeve gives the date 1816 in History of New Mexico, vol. t 432. Concerning La
Placita, see Tom Sheridan, The Bitter River: A Brief Historical Survey of the Middle Pecos
River Basin (Boulder: Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, 1975), 35,
76. Concerning San Jose, see James D. Shinkle, 'Missouri Plaza,' First Settled Community
in Chaves County (Roswell: Hall-Poorbaugh, 1972), 11, 14, 23. The diversion of water by
Anglos and Hispanos upstream from San Jose literally dried up the Hondo and forced
the plaza's abandonment in the 1870s (p. 24). Concerning the Roswell placitas, see Linda
Reese, "Anglo Intrusion to Hispanic Roswell: Frontier Articulation in Nineteenth-Century New Mexico," unpublished paper read at the Eleventh Comparative Frontier Symposium, University of Oklahoma, Norman, April 5, 1985, pp. 3-4.
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Pecos; they were soon joined across the Pecos at Puerto de Luna East
by families from the Rio Grande Valley (likely the Belen segment).48
Hispano expansion southwest from the Rio Grande Valley appears
to be even less well documented than that to the southeast. In the
1860s Hispanos seem to have crossed the Continental Divide to the
Gila Valley where, thirty miles into Arizona territory, they established
San Jose and Pueblo Viejo (renamed Solomonville in 1878).49 Between
these two most distant Hispano outposts and the Rio Grande Valley
itself, a number of villages were established, presumably in the 1860s.
From east to west these included Monticello on Alamosa Creek; Cuchillo on Cuchillo Negro Creek; Mimbres, San Lorenzo, and San Juan
on the Mimbres River; San Francisco Plaza and Lower San Francisco
Plaza on the San Francisco River; and several scattered settlements on
the upper Gila.
As the century of Hispano expansion evolved, a hierarchy of village source areas emerged whose pattern can be likened to a fireworks
display of shooting stars-each star that shot into space gave rise to
several new stars which, in turn, parented stars of their own, all of
them headed in the same direction. Santa Fe, Santa Cruz/ and Albuquerque were the oldest and largest of the stars, the veritable fountainheads of colonists. Beyond them was a constellation of lesser
magnitude, the major village springboards that included San Miguel,
Las Vegas, Mora, Taos, Trinidad, Abiquiu, Cebolleta, Cubero, and probably Belen and Socorro. Beyond these villages were still smaller starlike
springboards such as Manzano, which gave rise to "La Plaza de Missouri." As has been documented for the westward movement of Anglos/ families involved in this process were sometimes repeat migrants.
The Vallejos family, for example, moved first from Taos County to San
Pablo and then to Cucharas. Thus, some villages were steppingstones
as well as springboards.
The decade of greatest expansion in each direction was the 1860s;
gradual containment of Plains Indians made possible this expansion.
Each enlarging frontier, however, had its own characteristics. The
northern frontier was the most dynamic demographically: of 140/690
48. For La Luz, see Emily Kalled Lovell, A Personalized History of Otero County, New
Mexico (Alamogordo: Star Publishing, 1963), 10. And for Puerto de Luna, see Fabiola
Cabeza de Baca, "Puerto de Luna," New Mexico Magazine, 36 (October 1958), 20.
49. lsador E. Solomon was the local merchant (by 1876) and postmaster (after 1880)
at Pueblo Viejo, Fierman, "Jewish Pioneering," 64-65. He had entered the Gila Valley
with his sheep in 1868, Haskett, "Sheep Industry in Arizona," 2.
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Hispanos in 1900, 23,315 (16.5 percent) lived in southern Colorado. 50
Nevertheless, this higher and relatively well-watered country also attracted Anglos who, by the early 1860s, blunted Hispano expansion.
Hispanos spread rather thinly across the plains to the east, and their
numbers were even smaller on the Colorado Plateau to the west. Yet
in the west they stood their ground when Anglo settlement confronted
them, whereas in the east, Anglo cattlemen were rolling back the Hispano frontier as early as the 1870s. To the south large numbers moved
into the Socorro Valley, but in the Mesilla Valley, where the potential
for substantial gains was greatest, Hispanos were not the first colonists,
and those attracted there were in the minority.
Hispano expansion did not end in the 1880s, but after that time it
took a new form. Anglos who had moved to the outer margins of the
homeland now attracted Hispanos through employment opportunities
including work on railroads, ranches, and farms, and in sawmills,
mines, and industry. Indeed, this peripheral attraction began in a small
way in the 1840s, when Anglo trading posts hired Hispano laborers.
What ended in the 1880s, however, was the spontaneous and contiguous village-by-village expansion of a people. The legacy is sometimes
deceptive. What resulted was a Walsenburg rather than a La Plaza de
los Leones, a St. Johns rather than a San Juan, a Lincoln rather than
a La Placita, a Solomonville (today Solomon) rather than a Pueblo Viejo.
Yet in their expanding homeland Hispanos were the initial colonists,
the dominant people in a broadening region. In one century they
founded hundreds of new villages in parts of five states. Not all the
gains made by 1900 were the result of village-by-village expansion; in
perhaps twenty percent of the homeland's outer margins (shown in
figure 1), Anglos attracted Hispanos. Between 1790 and 1900, however,
these remarkably dynamic people had increased the size of their spontaneously-created homeland by at least ten times-from an area the
size of Connecticut in 1790 to one larger than Illinois in 1900.

50. Tabulated from Population Schedules [1900], rolls 117-30. Hispanos in Colorado
were largely Colorado and New Mexico-born. See Nostrand, "Hispano Homeland in
1900," 384-85.

